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Bulletin mgmbe:r two spans yet anothar succagsful year for the society. As) you wdl see from the
following reporis and jterss, a hoct of excmng and new places were visited and wonderfully
illustrated lectures enjoyed during the winter session.

Last year's bulletin seems to have been a success, but as was said then, this is your medlum for
comrr'ems cshd hews, £0 p*!éaac. l2t me Have ony s such information for mclusmn in next year's bulletin.

<.§ e ' . . ' ,

Some interesting rcpo. ts have heen sont to me this year ond a precis of these is given -below.
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Badgers wers geen’ rwuﬂaruy wnhm 'i mnlos cf Dunde.e.
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Ped Deer were seen and heard rutting in Glen Eck durmg October.
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Jeadly Nighishade Airepa belia-donna was recorded near the Clty Centre; th:s year. This is the
onlyknown sfohon fOr this planf in Angus. LT : -

1

" Other | plant rerities of our area Were re-visited by mémbers during the summer months, these -
include . Twinflower Linnaea boieats, Yellow Birdls Nest Monotropa hypopitys, Alpine Snow-
Thistle Clei’bl ta alping, Py"eneon Columbine Aquilegia pyrenaica, Birdsnest Orchld

20ttig eidus—gvis, Herb Poris Paris quadrifalia, to ngme.but a few. o

Details of unusuc.'l bnrd sugh*mga CHa covmrc..d in an czrhcle teovards fhe end of the bulietin.
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suMMEM)UHNGs A P e S
' 23 April ~ CaHegcn Miil Trou, and Hea%h Forms ’ - ’

Under the lemdc:r’v ip of Jay Anc‘wv, thit tysix members joined in the flrst outing of the sedson;

whén we vls-f:ed the Trout Form in ﬂ"ﬂm VIHGG" of Almondbank . ~ o
the @ - -

Mr Brien jun showed us hagw trout cre mesed cgmmumully for stocking the rivors ond lochs of
Scotland.

From there we went on to the Heuth Farm monaged by Mr Brien Snr where we were instructed in
hybridising of hecths which have baen collected from all over Europe.

After a.scanic jounrey through the Sma' Glen, we yisited Balngguard Glen Reserve, then
callzd o Loch of Lowes for a brief visit-before returning home , Altc jether a most mtereshng
and enjoycble outing to start our 1?77 summer season.

) \ . : ! Lo

7 May — Lomond Walk ’ ‘

A'tather caol and biush,ry day did nét déter the large'number of naturalists: who set out, led by
MlSu Dryburgh cmd Mx‘s McCiure , o climb: both the east cmd westr Lomonds. L .-

\./ o, ! T el s e

The gale force winds of the"‘f’op causad mony moraents of hl|t‘3flfY* ds véribus members battled, on
their hands ond knees, with the elements. However the mognificent views over Fife ond the



Firth of Forth, more than compensated for any such minor discomforts. An excellent tea wes
then enjoyed in the comfort and warmth of the Lomond Hotel at Freuchie.

A large plont and bird list wos amassed during the walk mcludmg many spring flowering plants
and a Lesser Redpoll.

10 May — Brankhn Gcrdens PC.H’h

This, our first evening excursion of the summer, attracted o large turnout. The gardens, which
although known by most of the members but hitherto unvisited, proved a real eyeopener both in
their size ond the variety of plonts to be seen. Miss Halley wos on hand to put nomes to many
of the réck plavits which originated from countries as far afield as Nepal and New Zeolond.

A large Selection of our native and'more fomiliar plants were also to be seen.

i

17 May - Earth house, Dovecot and Stone Circle, Tealing
rTecalmg W(;ls the. venye for i'hts yeér s:mrchaeologlcal outing when Liz Thoms was again our guide.
Liz, os always, had o way of maklng all three sites visited 'come to life' with her vast knowledge

ond her .obvious enthysicsm for, her subject.

At the stone cirel2 north of Tealing the large number of Noturalists present were supplemented by
a herd of curious cows who, clas, appeared to be more interested in us thon in Miss Thoms
explanation s to the stones' possible orjgins.

20 - 22 N\qy - Weekend fo ngussne ‘

ngussne was the 1977 venue for the now annuc1| spring weekend, A 5 00pm stort from Dundee
encbled us to crrive ot the hotel in time for ¢ supper which wes followed by on introductory talk
with slides, by Mr Douglcs: Weir who was.to prove fo be an excellent guide throughout the weekend.

On Saturdcy morning we vnslted The Pess of Ryvoan, necr Glen More Lodge, which is ¢ hew
reserve contoifiing some hative Scots Pine and Willow woodlond. During the ofternoon we had

a chance to see the Loch Gerton Ospréys and 'also to walk through ¢ part of the old Caledonian
Pine Forest cd|om|ng Loch Mallachie.

vl lf
Sunday saw some of the more energetic members of the party up at 4 00cm to view the Blackcock
lecking on the nearby golf course. After breckfast we were all taken to see o Peregrine Falcon
eyrie near Aviemore, and were delighted to get o view of both male and female birds, The rest
of the day was taken up by o walk in the spring sunshine through part of the huge Rothiemurchus
Forest ending at Loch @n Eilein, where, cs you will have no doubt hecrd, the naturalists played
a major part in putting out a forest fire, which, had we not been there, would have undoubtedly.
spread over a large area. A letter concerning this event was received from the lond owner
expressing his thanks, end this was redd out to members at 'Members Night'.
Plcmt bird and insect ||sfs are, cs usucul ovcnlable for cnyone mterested

1 N . ¢

11 June — Ben Vrackie S P \

Wind and rain were out compcnions cs we arrived at Moulin to start our climb up Ben Vrclckce .
The fifty or so members present however were all well clad to face the elements.

This was our first joint outing with the Perthshire Nufurcal ists and many friendships ond contacts
were estcblished.

By lunchtime the weather had cheered up considerably and the many plant specialities of the area
were soon spotted. These included Purple Mountcin Milk-vetch Oxytropis halleri and Alpine
Milk=vetch Astragalus alpinus. The rare Brown Bog-rush Schoenus ferrugineus was also seen by
mony of the party before they returned to Pitlochry for tea. T




14 June — Tullybaceart = Lundie Craggs: ‘ o .

This outing ‘was originally’ plcnned to enable us to see the many orchlds wh ich ore to, be found near
Tullyboccort Unfortunatély due to cold winter the flowering time for these plcnts was held back
resulting in @ poor show of flowers. ' Y

! .
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Instead we went ont @ wailk round Lairds Loch which proved on excellént substitute on such o
pleasant evening. C y

Among the mcny plants seen, were Common Wintergreen, xrola minor, Bogbean Menxclnfhes
trifoliate, dhd Chickwéed Wmtergreen Trientalis europaea which 'is surprlsmgly neither a -
Chickweed nor o Wintergreen, but is in fact o member of the Primrose fum:ly

The walk round the loch was then followed by a short walk towards the Lundie Craggs. B

18 June — May Isle and Fisheries Museum, Anstruther

The forenoon of the 18& June saw over seventy members visiting the Scottish Fisheries Museum at
Anstruther and finding much to interest them. The children enjoyed the low-level aquarium Whef e
they c@uld almost touch'the crabs, anemones, blennies, etc. The adults spent a lof of time in the
Net Loft and Fisher Family Room whete all manner of interesting bygones were effectively
displayed.

After lunch in the sun warmed courtyard we set sail for the Isle of May in a fleet of three boots

and once cshore members quickly dispersed to mcke full use of th& time cvailable. The sea cliffs
were the greatest attraction with superb views of guillemots, 'razprbllls, puffins, kittiwokes, ond .:.
fulmars. Amongst the grassy tussocks the patient could sit and watch baby herring gulls and
block-headed gulls sfruggle from their eggs. Eider ducks sat close by on their nests surrounded

by gérdens of pink thrift and white seq campion. ,

Before re-embarkation we had time fo excmine the collection of star fish, anemones, sec urchins
cmd sec weeds brought vp from deeper water by the cque Jung divers in the porty.

25 June —~ Glen Esk

The walk started at Invermark Castle and our route followed the shores of Loch Lee before we
stopped for lunch at the foot of the Falls of Unich. The perty then split up, with some members
returning the woy they had come, while the others climbed up the Falls of Unich ond the

Falls of Damff to return to the loch side by way of the Shank of Inchgrundle.

The Falls of Unich have for long been o favoured haunt for botanists cs the soil is of ¢ type most
suited fo dlpine type flora. Ably led by Joan Tthson many such alpines were seen, including
Moss Compion Silene acaulis, Roséroot Sedem rosea, Alpine Meadow—rue Thahcfrum alpinum,
ond many more.

The Angus orchid survey also received a boost when new sites for four species were recorded, these
being Heath Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza maculata spp- eficeforum, Fragrant or Scented Orchid’
Gymnadenia conopsea, Early Purple Orchid Orchis mascula and Lesser Twayblade L|sterc1 cordata.

The doy was then nicely rounded off by o grcmd hngh tea ot the' Central Hotel ot Edzell.

t

9 July - Balgovues Loch ond 'Lunan Bay .

This was the first visit, by the socnety, to the newly acquired Scottish Wildlife Trust reserve, -
Balgavies Loch, east'of Forfar.

We were treatedto a glbrious summer day and did o circuit of rhe loch under the expert lecdershlp
of Mr Adem Ritchie.

Many birds ond plants were recorded during the day, and inclt.;ded,Jén the bird side, Heron,
Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck and Redpoll plus many more. Among the mony plants identified



the more unusual included Giant Bellflower Camponula latifolia, Tufted Loosestrife Lysimachia
thrsifloria, and Monks Rhubarb Rumex alpinus, the latter being an introduced plant; the large
leaves were used in earlier times to wrap Athe freshly. churned butter at the farmhouse dairy.

The other half of the day was used to study the plants of the raised dune habitat at Lunan Bay.
The children of the party taking full advantoge of sea and sand on such a sunny summer's day.

20 August — Kingsbarns to Fife Ness N y

Fife Ness was the first of two visits ‘to the Fife ,coc:st we ware to enjoy this year. The weather
again was in our favour, as after a wet few days ;.the Saturday ‘downed fair.and the sun was to
shine for us later in the day.

Jim Cock was on hond to show us yet cnother facet of his obrllty by showmg his great knowledge
of marine biology when we were all to learn much about seaweeds, shells, and marine animals of
all kinds.

This sort of ouhng parhcularly interested the children of the party, who were in their element near
water and sc:nd. T ;

5 <

The walk to Crail which fallowed, yielded many interesting plants including Scots Lovage (
Ligusticum scoticum and Goatsbeard Tragopogon pratensis to name but two.

1 .

27 August - Kiri'cr;:;ig‘C'liffs - Shell Boy.

This year's combined outing with Edinburgh Natural History Society was from Kincraig Cliffs to
Shell Boy andonce again we were favoured with beautiful weather

¢

The choice of area proved fo be one that cotered for all mterests, being ruch in bird life and plant
species. Of the lotter the one which crected the greatest excitement, was the Duke of Argyll's
tea plont. g ‘ S < )

Our leader, Lt Cdr Spragge, provided us with some fuscinating r!etails of the geology of the area.
As an added bonus, many fine views over the Firth of Forth to the Bass Rock, Berwick Law etc.
were enioyed by all.

{

10 September — Creig a Barns, Dunkeld

i

Craig a Barns is an area of wooded hills just north from Dunkeld with the oceosional Ioch to add
to beauty of this part of highlond Scotland.

Adam Ritchie led us firstly to the 'rocking stone' which, much to, the disappointment of our younger
members, unfortunataly didn't rock. We then continued, ofter lunch, on our round. trip via
Rotmell Loch and Mill Dam spotting on the way, Fallow Deer, Copercaillie and numerous late
flowering plants and fungi.

This part of the country is a maze of tracks and paths which lends |t$e|f to many future ‘walks in-
this arec. F o . P \

15 October — Tentsmuir Fungus Foray ,

How good it is to have an expert with the party when locking at fungi. Dr Old surely falls mto
this category, for as soon as we had arrived at the Tentsmuir car park, he wes kept busy
identifying all shapes and sizes of mushrooms and toadstools.  In fact it was a good 45mins until
we were out of sight of the bus, such was the enthusiasm of the forty or so members present.

As a follow=up to this outing Jim Cook has prepared a sheet which gives simple points ta look for
to enable the main genera of fungi to be identified. '

This sheet is, cs usual,. available ot ony of the outings or meetings.



WINTER PROGRAMME 1977-78 ) .
1 Octobe'r — The Heyday of the Scottish Herring Fleet, Miss Mdry Murray

The opening tolk of the winter progromme wes given by Miss Mary Murray who spoke on the -
Scottish Herring Fleet.

In o wide ranging talk, shé covered the history and the customs of the fisher folk. She also spoke
of the fish and their habits and the grecat shaals . they would make, as big as Dundee itself.
Sedly for the present, over fishing has chonged this.

&

25 October — Members' nght |

Members' night lived up'to its reputﬂhon of glvmg an excellent far travelled night's viewing.
Scotland which included Isle of May, Ben Vrcckie and Isle.of Sandy begon the evening. We
continued with visits to Corfu, Switzerland, Denmark and down to the Antarctic. Slides of
lighter moments on the summer, outings as well as the members fighting the forest fire ot
Rdrrhlemurchus were also shown. Mr Brian Allén compered the meeting.

8 Novembg,r - Over the Arlqs Mountclms, Mr Richard Brinklow

Mr Brmklow, one of our council members and a member of the museum staff, delighted us with an .
I“USi‘rlebd i'alk on a recent holiday he and his wafe enjoyed in Morrocco.

The most strlkmg revealation from the talk was rhcnf Morrocco is such a lond of contrast. The
myth that it is a lond of endless, dry, flat desert was quickly scoched when Richard described
moving from one camping site in such a desert to another comp cbove the snowline of the
Atlas, Mountain Range. , y

The diverse flora to be found in the changing landscape was ably described and illustrated
and amOng many excellent slides shown, the ones that spring to mind as being excephoncl are,
Opherys speculum, Ranunculus calandrinioides and the rare Cynomorium coccineum.

12 November — Vane Farm, RSPB Reserve , Loch Leven o

Such is the-enthusiasm of members, that the 1977 programme of outings extendsd into November
with & well attended visit to the RSPB Reserve ot Vane Farm, Loch Leven. In spite of o very
chilly wind the bright sunshine tempted most people to stroll along the shore of the loch observing
the mony speciés of wild fowl as they went. Back ot the Reserve Centre, the ducks and geese
could be studied at close quarters through the high-powered binoculars prowded in the observation:
room, and even the novices amongst.us were soon identifying the different species with the

help of the various identification aids which abound at the Centre.

Another attraction ot the Reserve is the well planned nature i‘rcul which winds c:round Vene
Hill, and what a wealth of mtereshng things were still to bé seen in November - trees, grasses
fungi, llchens, ferns, mosses and liverworts.

Thanks go to.the Warden for his co-operation in mcking this outing a very successful conclusion
to our 1977 seoson

1

22 November — The History and Conservation of Wild Life in Angus, Dr H A P Ingram

Hugh Ingram is of course no stranger fo the Junaee Naturalists' Society, ana hls talk wos Iooked
forward to by many members who had heard his previous lectures

His talk this time concentrated on wildlife conservation and we were shown the development of
the Angus area through the ice ages to. the present day, with slides illustrating the few sites
left which give us some idea of the tree covered terrain which once extended over Angus.

This transition is known to have taken place by the study of peat samples by Dr Ingrom and
others when the pollen from the trees living in these ancient times is found preserved in the pect
and con be identified.
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6 December — Kindrogon to St Kilde, Mr Brion S Brookes

Mr Brian Brookes foscinated his audience with o superb set of photographic slidas during his talk
on Kindrogan to St Kilda. Starting with o description of Kindrogan = his home base = ond the
surrounding scenery, he conducted.us over Scotland to the Western Iksles, ot the same tHme
stopping at points on his verbal route to expound on the geology and botany of the region.’

He forcefully brought home to the society the destruction that can take plcnce due to man's
activities ond the consequent importance of well ‘rhought—out cohservartion meqsures

10 Jonuary — DNS Talk: Insh Marshes Nature Reserve, Russell Lcovett Wc:rden

The Insh Marshes RSPD Raserve must be one of the most impressive stretches of wetland in Scotland,
with its Loch and collection of smallérponds, the River Spey, dnd the associated reed swomp,
wet meadow and-damp woodland. Mr Leavett, with the aid of some fine cerial colour slldes,
illustrated the variety and dlsfrlbunon of this habitat within the reserve. *

In an age vary conscious of the pressurns on cmd threats to our dwmdlmg wetland habitats, it

is reassuring to know ihat conservation bodies like the RSPB have secured places like the Insh
Marshes in which wildlife receives full protection. Mr Leavett explained how the Reserve wos
actively managed to maintain the widest variety, not only of bird ||fe of course, but of vegetation
types and other animal life on:which the birds are dependant. - - v

The exhibition consisted of a selection of buro studly skins lllustrcmng some of the species which

bread in or visit the Insh Marshes. ¢ :

24 Jonuary — Spring Flowers in Crete , Mrs Jocm Thomson, Mr and Mrs Adam thchle K
Mr and Mrs Trevor Woodford, Mr Jim Cook and Mr Brian Allan

A spectacular show on the spring flowers of Crete wes presented by seven of our own members who
were all plént hunting in Crete at the same timé in the spring of 1977. Some, drmed with fore
knowledge, were scanning the island for endemic species, another concentrated on his special
field of orchids, yet another was enchanted by the wayside flowers and the fields carpeted with
tulips and gladioli before the ploughing. All were impressed by spiny adaptations for survival

Ovur explorers combined fo provide us.vith a broad and fascinating picture of the chardcter of
Crete through their slides, commentaries and dusploy Their success shoukd’encourage others 16
follow their methods of thorough preparation. By referring to the literature dnd consulting others
who had been before they chose. a date likely o be productive and'sites worth searching. They
book suitable reference books and continued their identification work cifter their return. They then: |
rigorously selected from their slide collections to preseni us 'with Cl balanced ond high quohty
programme. We hope for more in this style in future. :

o

7 February %— Plant Hunting: in the Maritime Alps — Mrl' Henry Taylor

Mr Taylor s-cweda superb collection of colour slides taken on three camping holidays to the south
western part of the Alps where Switzerland, ltaly and France meet. The region is a marvellous
area for plant hud*3 because it contains many different fypes of rock and because there are,

good roads leading high into the mountains, and you can see some very attractive flowers without
having to stray far from the car. Mevertheless, Henry Taylor's pictures clearly showed that he.
and his family spent litile time in their cor.

In the Cottion Alps they fraversed the Col de la Bonetfe 9122f%, fhe highest pass in Europe
and camped in the mountains near such rarities as Primula marginata a blue flowered form of
primrose, -with white margins 1o the leaves, found only in the Western Alps and Ranuculus glacnalls
wnich is found up tc 14,000 ft," higher than any other flowering plant in Europe .- "

Mr Taylor concluded his talk by recommending everyoné interested in plants to visit the Murmme
Abs. i'm sure that his advice will be heeded. :
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21 February 'The Morine Biology of Orkney', Dr Alan Jones

Dr Jones first set the scene in geographical terms with the aid of some excellent aerial views

and then went on to describe the, unique environment of Scapa Flow, where the shehered,d;)d
stabld ‘copiditions hcve enobled @ great leersny of marine flora and fauna to develop. ''We Were
then infroduced to'd selection of the sometimes bizarre, but often beautiful plants dnd animals
that thrive around these islands, including that fascinating'little green sea slug Elysia viridis.
This animal is able to extract, without damaging them, chloroplasts from the algoe on which it
feeds. The chloroplcsi's continue to photosynthesise for a period of time, thus providing a further
source of food-

o~ -
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The talk concluded"with Dr Jonas masterfully unravelling some of the complex ihterclcﬁons between
the islanders, . thc, recent_rapid development of Cbl| relo’red activities and the local morine
environment . ‘ ! - ’

i

7 March — A Wlldli‘e Phofographer s Yec:r, Mr ‘M Wllkes and Mr M D Fitzgerald

The now trcac!moncl icrmt meating between the Society and the Scothsh Wildlife Trust c:ttrccted
the largest turnout of the winter with the large gallery bursting at the seams with over 120 in
the audience. The large crowd was not disappointed, as the slides Mr Wilkes showed were of
exceptional quality and together with Mr Fitzgerald's humerous commentary, both combined to
show the delights of the wildlife of the Shokespeare country. ,

Although the birds, mommals, and reptiles shown were in the main, common species, the exéeilence

of the pho'rogrqphy was such thqt even the humble starling was deplc'red in'a completely new ||ght
M.ZTE THAN JUST NAMES ON THE SYLLABUS g
Our Soc lefy conshtuhon “has clwc:ys lcnd dovyn thqt our ofﬁce bedters be hecded by an Honorary
President and two Honorary Vice Presicents. Perhéps some of our newer members may not be fully
informed of ‘the role fulfilfed by fhs..se office bedrers today - T S

As a Somety , we are pnvnledged indeed to have as our Honorary Presndent Professor D Rutherford -
Dow. 'l is many yedrs now since Professor Dow retired as Professor of Ancfomy at'Dundeé,’ cmd ,
Master of Umversity College), Dundee Now aged over ninety, he 1jvés at Crail, and still ‘takes
an active interest in the affairs’of the Dundee Naturalists' Society. Hé has generously donated to
our funds, and wdis oné.of’ the first of our. members to purchase oyr new badge. In o recent letter
to our secretary hé says - 'It is most gratifying that the ottendances havé beeh so good, and

the folks mi'ereshng and mformcmve ' We wish him continuing hc:ppmess in his retirement.

MrJD Beyd eurrently aur Only Héngrcxry V‘peePresﬂent, is toq well knOWn as Curctor of the
Dundee Musedms and Art Galleries to require cmy blogrtnph:cal note here!* His mtefesf in; and'.
support of, the Dundee Naturalists® reprasents a major ‘contribution to the Society's wéll-being:
Two of his gtoff are membefs of our council and others have addressed our meetings.. Our winter.
meetingsare of course held in the Art Gallery'building and all fagiln‘lesrarg provnded for us,
lighting, heohng, even d public address system.. . | ;

4

The name of Dr John Berry CBE, will again appear on the 1978 Summer Syllabus, against éldcte
when Society members are once more invited to visit Tayfield, ot Newport on Tay. Dr Berry is
a former director of the Nature Conservancy in Scojlcmd and is currently President of the Fife
ond Kinross Branch of the Scottish Wildlife Trust & His estate at Tayfield contains a notable
co||echon of wild fowl and fish species. Dr Detry's interests are wide rangiig.  He was at one -
time, for example, responsible for Nature Conseryaney work ofi*St Kilda: The Berry Family have
had a long association with our Society, an associdtion which is today belng ¢ontinued by Dr
and Mrs Berry in that spirft of wélcome and friendliness which we have comie tokriow so well.

by -




OUR SECRETARIES

Who gets things going in our society? Gets the programme prinfed Grrclnges wmfel‘ spackerd,
have the codches for our summer outings waiting for us at the right place at the right time?
Well, of course, Tt's our Secretaries = Mrs Betty Mclure our society secretary, and’ Miss . -, ‘
Dorothy iFyffe (assisted.by Mrs Vi SfoH) our exgursion sectetary.. . Thay:do gl ihét dind d. whole
heap more. Dut despite oll this wdrk ‘they. ate’ ellwcrys reudy fohelp, with & chsérful’ smlle
and w:th the friendliest of manner. | Long may they tontinue in ofhce

T
S

MR A R PHILIP

As you know, Bob Philip is due to step down after his three years as president. During these
years, in offuce he has scarcely missed an outing or meeting, a record to be proud'of.

The grect work done bv Mrs Leitch prior to Dob's election, has not only been continued, but
has been accelarated and consolidated. This has resulted in a strong, friendly, active group
made up of all age;groups, all sharing the same common interest, nctural history.

I know you will all wish to join me in.thanking Bob for the work he has done during the last

three years and | feel sure that Bob will continue to work wholeheartedly for the advancement
and benefit of the saciety. ' o co
MY FAVOURITE OUTING

by Veromco Llebscher (oge 14)

We gsked one - of Qur younger members to write @ short art;cle about her fevourite ouhng from
the 1977 summer programme, and here is her reply As you will see this is a most refreshing
indication of the happy atmosphere to be found on all of our excursions.

"It's very hard to choose which of the Summer Excursions | enjoyed most this year. In fact
[.liked them all and Iookmg back ecch one meant something to me. :

1

For example, swiming, sending bottle messciges and finding ‘an oar at Lunan Bay, fmdmg Y
birds with rings on the JAske of May,and. freezmgtto detith on Oen, Mrackie!." . coo

But of them all | enjoyed Craig a Barns,’ Dunkeld most My friends Rosemc:ry, and her sister
Patricia, were there. Apart from throwing Fir cones at Brian Allan we threw cones at ecsch
other, lost my parents, blew bubbles from soapy water and other silly things.

There was a dead deer_in the fores'r near where. we ate our much needed lunch. Somebody had YK&
stuck o stick through it, however we don't know how it died.

On the way hack we went by another path and left half the party: behmd So Rosemary and
| spent ten minutes: sfanding on the top of o negrby hill yodelling in an attempt to fmd my
parents. Meanwhile they were collecting edpble toadstools by the ton. ,

Wheh we got home we washed them and cut them up. We dried some and ate the rest straight
away: They went all slimy when we cooked them and started to slide around the pan like ’
jelly. Nevertheless, they were qunte good and to everybody's surprise we are still alive ...
we think." A

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETIES IN DUNDEE . ’ . 1

A paper enfitled 'The Flora of the Dundee District', prepared by Professor R J D Graham for
the Dunded meeting in 1939 of the Dritish Associdtion for the’ Advancement of Science,
reveals some interesting facts about Natural History Sceiety activity in Dundee. ‘At one time
or another since 1828 there have been 5 Natural Histoty Societies. ‘Of these 50nly our

own Dundee Naturalists' Society (founded in 1874 and with membershlp of 154 in 1889)
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is still in e)ﬁktence Those societies now defunct were: — C -

The Gleaners of Nature (1828—1835) which was founded by Williom +
Gardiner, the well-known author of 'The Flora of Forforshlre

The Dundee Naturalists' Assqcnahgp (!§47=1849)
The Dundee Naturalistd Field Club (1848-1884)
The Dundee Workmg Men's Field Club (1885-1910)

These early naturalists were very, active in searchmg out, collechng and recording the local flora,
as anyone who has seen the museum herbarium collection will know. Thie author of the above
article specks of 'the organised and devoted efforts of the Natural History Societies situated in |
the area. These workers laid the foundations of our knowledge of the flora, and it is very right
and proper that tribute be paid to their excellent work and that the lasting debt be acknowledged.

The article also lists the most noteworthy. plants to be found at. various local sites, and it might
be a worthwhile exercise to check, either from our existing lists of plants for specific sites or
from a special visit, whether the same plants continue to flourish at the locations mentioned.

MY GARDEN
by Margaret Philip

A species list — what a good idea. There is a great sense of achievement in coming back from a
Noturalists' outing, and realising how many Flowermg plants have been identified.’

if only I could name them all myself. 'Use a key' say the experts, but | take so long. Practise
at home would help, but | must obey that important rule to leave the flowers for others to enjoy.

' There was a scarlet pimpernel in my own garden, it seemed too pretty to remove, so if | hunted

around maybe | would find one or two more 'wild flowers'. At first | was ashamed as my list grew
longer, but once past twenty and | detected a change. Now | was growing rather proud of my
'wild garden', and the discoveries | made, as | 'keyed' them out. Willowherb had been a pest to
be torn out as quickly as possible, but when locked at under a lens, there little differences were

- revealed, and [ felt almost friendly to my three different species.

- My list finally reached thirty five, but | must admit | couldn't regard them all with equal

affection. The bitter-cress was making a strong bid to cover my flower beds, and the sticky
willy and bindweed were chocking my climbing roses, but perhgps the bramble would praduce

. some fruit if left. The fat hen and sow-thistle were not decorative, but the delicate leaves

of the fumitory had a certain charm. It seemed.unkind to stop the rampaging spread of the pretty
spurge, when the lens had revealed its strange world of petalless flowers and glands. Did the
tiny flowers of pearlwort and speedwell, not brighten the Iown"

So now my dilemma. Do | weed and stop listing = or do Imllow my 'wild plants' to tcke over?
Perhaps there is room for both in a naturclist's garden.

WILLIAM GARDINER

Williom Gardiner is probebly the best known botanist ever to study the flora of our area.

He was born on 13 July 1808 at the West Port, Dundee and from cn early age he showed o greot
interest in natural history which was encourcged by his fother and an uncle, themselves both
enthusicstic botcnists. He becameé on epprentice to an umbrella-mcker ond worked in the
Overgate, botanising the hills and:glens of Forfershire during the summer months, until in 1844
he devoted his time enhrely to the pursuﬂ of wild plants.

He became more and more well known as @ botenist ot home and cbroed and in 1838 the Botanical
Society of Edinburgh elected him on mssociate. After many small written works had been published
his grectest work, 'the Flora of Forfarshire', was published in 1848. This wes the result of many
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years of field botany which he carried out with much vigour throughout Angus. (Forforshire cs.it
wes then known.) In 1849 he was honoured by the Linnceon Society but a planned book on the
Zoology of Forfarshire was .never produced. On 21 June 1852 he died of typhus fever and wos
buried in the Howff groveyard, Dundee. ‘

He was a great sentimentalist, devoted to his wife Elizcbeth and he would often write letters and
peems to her while he was away plant collecting. His book 'The Flora of Forfarshire' is also filled
with poems written while alone in the hills and glens.

A few of these poems are reproduced below and their words surely show a man of deep sincerity
whose only loves i in the world were, his fomily and the plants that were to be his life's work.

From a letter to hls wife Elizes o
" This little mountain daisy
| enclose from off a sod
" Where many o simple shepherd hath .
Oft with his true love trod.

I send it as an emblem ~
Of single-hearteu love,

And trust, though, mute, its eloquence
W||| kindred feelings move.

P

Dedicated to the 'bonny wuld fhyme as Gardiner called it.

' “There's not a heath, however rude,
~ But hath some little flower,
To brighten up its solitude,
' And secent the e vening hour.

i )

There's not a heart, however cast,
By grief and sarrow down. :

Dut hath some memory of the past,
To love and coll its own."

The Mcuden Pmk Dianthus deltoudes \

Upon the Red-Heads dizzy brink
The Maiden Pink doth take her stand,

Like some fair nymph, whose ardent eye )
Looks forth upon the ocean bland.

'Tis summer, and the gentle waves
Flow smoothly on towards the shore;

And that fair maiden looks and hopes,
And sighs, for him she doth adore.

BATS ,
by loin Buik

‘Bests . - . oh how l hate them, they re horrible'
'A bat survey, you must be joking?'
These are some of the things that people have said to me recenfly (Or words to that effect)

don 't worry, there is nothing hard to do, all the information | need is o very simple note saying
where and when you have seen bats. (& does not matter if you know the species or not, cs long
as the site is noted ) .
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[ am, in foet, yoing fo produce o new information snest next yeor, which will give a more detailed
account of bat distribution in this area. It is also hoped to continue this work for many years to
come. Over the pest year | have been busy roaming the city and the surrounding countryside,
looking for bats. I've had very good results so for but by recruiting people to send me reports of
bats | hope to find more colonies, so if anyone has any such information, no matter how small it

is, 1'd be most grateful,

I hope to arange a small outing to a bat colony in the near future but | have to know, in advence,
how many people would be interested in coming, so that | could select a small colony which
would not be too easily disturbed.

So in the meantime happy bat spotting and keep those records coming.

ROADSIDE VERGE SURVEY

The Dundee Naturalists' Society in conjunction with the Dundee and Angus branch of the Scottish
Wildlife Trust, hove undartaken to carry out o survey of the roadside verges in Dundee and Angus.

The survey will be split into two parts. Firstly a random survey will be completed which will
give us a general baseline which can be used to classify a verge as being of unusual high quality
or not. Secondly a survey will be carried out of areas of verges known to be of special interest
or with a high plant species number.

The results of these surveys will enable us to perhaps persuade the Regional Council:  to take
better care of these areas of high quality and initiate a programme of verge management which
will be in the best interests of all parties.

This survey work is being co=ordinated for the Society and the SWT by Brian Allan and should
anyone be interested in helping with either survey or if you know of o verge of particular richness

or a verge having an unusual species among its plant community, please contact Mr Allan ot
18 Grangehill Drive, Monifieth telephone 3132,

TAR-SPOT JISEASE SURVEY

The lichen survey of air pollution levels in and around Dundee during the winter of 1976-77,
suggested that other plants may be similarly offected by air pollution by noxious sulphur dioxide
fumes. Accordingly, last autumn, cbout fifteen members of the society co-operated to survey

the distribution of tar-spot disease on sycamore leaves. The fungus responsible causes shiny black
tar-like spots to appear late in the season only on sycamore leaves. Dy surveying the

distribution of infected or uninfected trees in the Dundee area we hoped to be able to draw a map to
show that in the city, where the air pollution levels might be highest, the disecse is inhibited

but that it is still prevalent out in the country where sulphur dioxide air pollution is much less.

The map that resulted showed this effect and resembled, in general pettern, the lichen survey mep.

BIRD NEWS
by Brion Allan (Editor)

Of among the more unusual bird sightings recorded this year, the following are perhaps the most
interesting.

Lepland Buntings af Cornoustie, Hawfinches of Ninewells ond near Perth, DBuff-breasted
Sandpipers were spotted at Fife Ness and on May Isle » Bluethroat wes seen just as o SOC party
were boarding to leave the islond. Two Great Grey Shrikes have also been spotted, one ot
Backwater on 13 November and another at Arbroath on 8 October. A Spotted Redshank wes
seen at Montrose BDesin and @ Ruff ot Carnoustie.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the very many pecple who have contributed to this
year's bulletin by reporting on the summer outings, the winter meetings and also supplying the
many articles we have incorporated this yeor.



