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Ancient montments and other buildings listed as berhpy of 'wwev\al chhutecturui or
historical JHTGTQ”t“ ‘
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Situated on Farmg:e ‘ -

Lrbirlot Meal Mill

Millhill Meal Mill | i
Cerlungie Barth House (Maintained by Department offnlvir&nmenﬁ) z
Downichill Dovecot . ‘ . | N
Maing of Ardestie Farmhouse j

Mains of Ardestie Earth Housc (Maintoined by D of %) y

Hatton Farmhouse ! - |

Pitairlie Dovecot x :

Situated within Estate Pelicy Lands:w
Panmure Testimenial (Monument) i }
Camug Croas . » E
Artificisl Ruins '
Cagtle Bridge
Commemorative Column
jast Gateg and Lodges

Cerpiara Den « Two Gazebos 3 |
Margaret's Mount , }
Montague Bridge . b
VWest Gate ‘
Pamnure Castle and moat. ;
I ’ |

Panmure flouget= ‘ ! ' ﬁ
] (
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The ¢rection of Panmdre fouse was begun by George, 2nd ERarl of Panmurc. The architect and
first builder wes the Ffamous John Miln, 'Master Mason to ilis Majestie'. The foundatron
was laid in the first week in April, 16066 and 30 skilled masons and 10 wrights plus
artigans continued work for about § years. John Miln Cied in December 1607 and was
succeeded by Alexandey Nesbit, magson and free burgess of E’d‘inourgh° Nesbit had been
foreman of the works and had been John Miln's right=hand man in all his great undertakiugs.

The wright was James Bain. The stone camec from ballouhv,l Ouawrry - 1 mile aorin of Jhe X
house. The slater, Andrey Low Legan co lay the slates o the heuse in July, 10608 and
finished in August, 1669, His bill was £154, l. 4d. The slates came fram The Guynde /

The stables were finished in 1670. .The masons were paid £33,104 scots and the probible
total cost of the house was around £100,000.

The preat drawing room was 08% feet by 23 feet. The 2nd Fard dicd in March, 1071 and probabd:
did not inhabit the house. '

James, the 4th Earl (2nd son of the 2nd Earl) added wings to each end of the house and ‘
erected the great gateway » mile 1o the west, built the elegant Pillar in the wood and

formed miles of avenues within tbe Policies. The Gateway and Pillar were designed by

Sir William Bruce and erccted in 1694. The pillar bears this date and the names of the

Earl and Countess Margarct (daughter of the 3rd Duke of Hamilton).

Earl James played a preninent part in the insurrectien of 1715, of which his nephew, the
Barl of Mar, was the leader.' Althongh nearly sixty he fought gallantly at Sherrifiiuir.
He escaped to the Continent and died in Paris seven yecary later. His extensive propevtics
vere confiscated and in 1719 were brought under the hammer,

At best the original house was a large and comfortable residence = exernally it vis plain.
lNevever the alteratieons made by Bryce Sroen 1852 ~ 1858 alwost entirely changed the penerad
character of the building and gave it a grond and waposing appearances They coagisted ¢f

the addition of two towers with elcgant pavilion Toofu, one at cach angle of the Tast sude

of the edifices An attic sterey, with glesant doaner windews vas added to the mnm buctarug
A preat central squace bottlement Cower with turrets was elso addeds The range of buildings
all linked, extended to 464 feet, or 100 feet longer than pundec High Strecte The vain
heuse was 150 feet by Q0 feet. The wings iucrcased the Jeoglh to 354 feet and the ctobloo
added ancther 110 feet. The house contained 37 youns with fireplaces and 70 other
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wag by gass 10 was congideved to be one of the Linest)and post, cosortable bBarwnial
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ppaptments and 25 waee 'y {but wich only ohe buathrooui) Thun@’wwaw‘345 windowse Liaby

anzibius dn Scotloude I 1860 the hpnl nuﬁc:ﬁﬁhdktm‘tba Eafﬂdcﬁ’cﬁ pDathemsic ol
removed tol Brechin Cantle and oz 2 ,vondtc ohe Liouse wab Litule woeds  In 1872 19 vas
occupied by a Mr. 0.C. Myllar, o Dundee novehanis It way uée‘lwucawionally by ehooting
parties in the carly 1900's ond rewsined folly Cuemished wniil 19307s.  When the entate
wag sold in 1951 a desision wag made 1o dispoge of the houge dg 1t was too cosily to
maintain, having dry rot in the roof. It was offerad to the Coal ngrd and the Hoypital
Board as a possible convalegcent heme but there were no takers, and it was demolished

in 1953/54 by Brandsa g }

The Grounds:- : .
Extend to 1200 acres intersccted by two streamse The deep ravine through which the wester
streamlet runs is the Corriera Uens The 3 arch bridge is Montague Bridge, erected in
memory of lLady Panmure, wife of the Barl, in 1872, | :
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The wrought iron gate in the avenue from the west (formerly the principal approach 1o the
houge) has never been opened since Rarl James left in 1715,

Among the wosds about 1 mile to the north of the houge is what appravs to be tle ruing
of an old abbey. Tt i a clever imitation of an ancient edifice which was orecled about

1770 and is now overgrown with ivy.

"he Pillar, a massive column about 45 feet high hag an insceription on the south side -
"James Larle of Pammure 1094! and on the nerth side tMargaret Comtess of Pamupe 16041,

There were deer parks on the .estate and decr aboanded until 1822, in the winter of which
year there was a long and continvous snowstorm which £illed up the sunk fences and made
it easy for the decer to escape. Miny wandered about the countryside for many wacks but
others, perhaps the greater part, found their way to a row of' Jarge yew trees near the
house and ate the twigs so hFarti;y that they died. |

| ! \ ¢

\ I
0ld Castle of Panmure, this formerly crowned the summit of the rocky eminence to the southe
cast of the gardens. Although every tract of stone and lime has disappesred, the outline
of the foundations are distinctly marked by clevated mounds on the grass covered hille
The castle was built in a square with high buildings around an interior court and g reng,
towers at the angles. There wag n drawbridge on the north side.

Panmure Monuments On the highest point of Cambustone hill and upwarls of 500 Tuet above

sea level, the monwsent is 105 feet highe A spiral staircage leads to the top vhich has

& circular parapete The view takes in seven counticse. The monuvmeni was erected in 1839

by tenantry of Lord Panmure, the inscription reads !'to perpetuate the ncnory of a nobleman
10, through a loug life has made the interests of his tenantry his sole and vnwearied
Objﬁct'o '

Camus Cross. Said to be the tombstone of the lcader of Danish invaders who, after the
Battle of Barry in 1010 agdinst Maleolw 1T, fled to this i1l where be was oveitaken
and slain, The cross is about 7 feet high and covered with earvingde Thoye is a man
flanked by two kneeling angels and two sets of priestly figures belows Tt is montioned
as the Cross of Cambuston in a Deed of P481, The tomb was opened in 1620 by the then
Lord Panmure and a large skeleton, in a good state of preservation vas foand, vhich had
a damaged skall,

History: King William the Lion gave the Pavmure lands to Philip de Valoniis, grendson
of a Norman baron who came to Englend with William the Conquercys Panmure Castle was
the seat of the Barons of Panmure. The barouy was acquired by warriage bty Siyr Peter de
Maule, whose 13th decendant in 1046 was raised to the Scottish peerage as Bare Moule of
Brechin and Navar and Earl of Panmure. Both titles were forfeited by the 4th Barl for his
share in tbe 171§ rebellion, but the title of Baron Pammure was conferred, i 1851, on
his greatmgroat-nephew, the sccond son of the eighth Barl of Dalhousiec, and hiy son -
Fox Maule Ramsny, succeeded in J800, to the Farldom of Dalhousies
The estate was purchased by Miss J.A. Harrison (1924) Settlemeut in 1951 (Mrs Wghtmans
Harrison) Then sold to Robingen of Rebinsou's Rentals in date 1960ts. Jt 1s prosently
amed by Commercial Union Assurance Coe Ltde, wlo purchased it in 1975
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Prepared for Dundee Naturalista! Socicty onting of 6th June, 1978.




